
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 
PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPT. 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW SERVICES DIVISION 
 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION 
STAFF REPORT 

 
 

VACATION OF RIGHTS-OF-WAY 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 
According to Planning & Development Services Department records, no Commission member 
or his or her spouse has a direct or indirect ownership interest in real property located within 1,000 
linear feet of real property contained with the application (measured in a straight line between the 
nearest points on the property lines). All other possible conflicts should be declared upon the 
announcement of the item. 
 
REPORT TO THE DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMISSION FROM DEVELOPMENT REVIEW 
SERVICES DIVISION, PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT, for Public 
Hearing and Executive Action on February 1, 2023, at 1:00 P.M. at Council Chambers, City Hall, 
located at 175 5th Street North, St. Petersburg, Florida.  
 
CASE NO.: 22-33000023 PLAT SHEET: F-3 

 
REQUEST: Approval of a vacation of multiple street corner easements 

generally located at 750 5th Ave S. 
 
OWNER:   Orlando Health, Inc. 
    1414 Kuhl Avenue MP71 
    Orlando, FL 32806 
 
APPLICANT:   Timothy Rankin, George F. Young 
    299 Dr. MLK Jr. St. N. 
    St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
ADDRESSES:   750 5th Avenue S. 
    St. Petersburg, FL 33701 
 
PARCEL ID NO.:      19-31-17-03481-001-0010 
 
LEGAL DESCRIPTION: On File 
 
ZONING:   Employment Center (EC-2) 
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATION: 
 
Request.  The request is to vacate three (3) street corner easements generally located at 750 
5th Ave S.  The applicant’s goal is to vacate the rights-of-way in order to consolidate the property 
for redevelopment.  The area of the rights-of-way proposed for vacation are depicted on the 
Location Map (Attachment A) and Sketch and Legal Description (Attachment B).   
 
Analysis.  Staff’s review of a vacation application is guided by: 

A. The City’s Land Development Regulations (LDR’s); 
B. The City’s Comprehensive Plan; and 
C. Any adopted neighborhood or special area plans. 

 
Applicants bear the burden of demonstrating compliance with the applicable criteria for vacation 
of public right-of-way.  In this case, the material submitted by the applicant (Attachment C) does 
provide background or analysis supporting a conclusion that vacating the subject right-of-way 
would be consistent with the criteria in the City Code, the Comprehensive Plan, or any applicable 
special area plan. 
 
A.  Land Development Regulations 
Section 16.40.140.2.1E of the LDR’s contains the criteria for reviewing proposed vacations.  The 
criteria are provided below in italics, followed by itemized findings by Staff. 
 
1.  Easements for public utilities including stormwater drainage and pedestrian easements may 

be retained or required to be dedicated as requested by the various departments or utility 
companies. 

 
The application was routed to City Departments and Private Utility Providers for review and 
comments.  Engineering’s Memorandum dated January 12, 2023 (see Attachment D) and 
Water Resources’ Memorandum dated January 5, 2023 (see Attachment E) both state that 
they have no objections.  Staff has received letters of no objection from Frontier 
Communications and Lumen Technologies.  At time of Staff Report publication staff has not 
received letters from TECO or Duke Energy.  A condition of approval has been included 
requiring letters of no objection from TECO and Duke Energy prior to recording of the vacation 
ordinance. 

 
2.  The vacation shall not cause a substantial detrimental effect upon or substantially impair or 

deny access to any lot of record as shown from the testimony and evidence at the public 
hearing. 

 
Approval of the vacation will not deny access to any lot of record.   

 
3.  The vacation shall not adversely impact the existing roadway network, such as to create dead-

end rights-of-way, substantially alter utilized travel patterns, or undermine the integrity of 
historic plats of designated historic landmarks or neighborhoods. 

 
The requested vacation will not result in adverse impacts to the existing roadway network.  
Allowing these obsolete rights-of-way easements to be vacated will facilitate redevelopment of 
the block with a new project that is consistent with the overall goals of the EC zoning district.   
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4.  The easement is not needed for the purpose for which the City has a legal interest and, for 

rights-of-way, there is no present or future need for the right-of-way for public vehicular or 
pedestrian access, or for public utility corridors.  

 
The subject street corner easements were dedicated to accommodate future intersection 
widening projects which are no longer planned.  The subject rights-of-way easements are no 
longer necessary. 

 
5.  The POD, Development Review Commission, and City Council shall also consider any other 

factors affecting the public health, safety, or welfare.  
 

No other factors have been raised for consideration. 
 
B.  Comprehensive Plan 
 
Transportation Element Policy T2.4 states, "The City should preserve the historical grid street 
pattern, including alleys, and shall not vacate public right-of-way until it is determined that the 
right-of-way is not required for present or future public use." 
 
The City’s Transportation and Parking Management Department has reviewed the proposed 
vacation and has no objection (see Attachment F).  The proposed vacation of the alley will foster 
redevelopment which is a goal of the Comprehensive Plan.   
 
C.  Adopted Neighborhood or Special Area Plans 
 
The subject rights-of-way are within the boundaries of the Downtown Residents Civic Association 
and the Innovation Business Association.  The Downtown Residents Civic Association does not 
have any special area plans which affect vacation of right-of-way in this area of the City.  The 
Innovation Business Association does have a St. Pete Innovation District Streetscape and 
Connectivity Concept Plan; however, the street corner easements requested to be vacated are 
located entirely on private property and will have no impact on the planned streetscape 
improvements identified in the Plan. 
 
Comments from Agencies and the Public. The request was routed to City Departments and 
Private Utility Providers for review and comments.  Engineering and Water Resources both stated 
that they have no objections.  Staff has received letters of no objection from Frontier 
Communications and Lumen Technologies.  At time of Staff Report publication staff has not 
received letters from TECO or Duke Energy.  Letters of no objection from TECO and Duke Energy 
are required to be obtained prior to recording of the vacation ordinance. 
 
RECOMMENDATION.  Staff recommends APPROVAL of the proposed vacation of multiple 
street corner easements.  If the DRC is inclined to support the vacation, Staff recommends the 
following special conditions of approval: 
 

1. Prior to recording the vacation ordinance, the applicant shall obtain letters of no objection 
from TECO and Duke Energy. 

 
2. As required by City Code Section 16.70.050.1.1.F, approval of right-of-way vacations shall 

lapse and become void unless the vacation ordinance is recorded by the City Clerk in the 
public records within 24 months from the date of such approval or unless an extension of 
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time is granted by the Development Review Commission or, if appealed, by the City 
Council prior to the expiration thereof. Each extension shall be for a period of time not to 
exceed one (1) year. 

 
 
REPORT PREPARED BY: 
 
/s/ Scot Bolyard               01/18/2023   
Scot Bolyard, AICP, Deputy Zoning Official     Date 
Development Review Services Division 
Planning & Development Services Department 
 
 
REPORT APPROVED BY: 
 
/s/ Corey Malyszka         01-18-2023   
Corey Malyszka, AICP, Zoning Official (POD)     Date 
Development Review Services Division 
Planning and Development Services Department 
 
 
Attachments:  A – Location Map, B – Sketch and Legal Description, C – Applicant's Narrative,  
D – Engineering Memorandum dated January 12, 2023, E – Water Resources’ Memorandum 
dated January 5, 2023, F – Transportation Memorandum dated January 18, 2023 
 



 
 

     

  

 

 
PROJECT LOCATION MAP 

Case No.: 22-33000023 
Addresses: 750 5th Avenue South 

 
City of St. Petersburg, Florida 

Planning & Development Services Department 
 

N 
(nts) 



















MEMORANDUM 
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

ENGINEERING & CAPITAL IMPROVEMENTS DEPARTMENT (ECID)   
 
TO:             Scot Bolyard, Deputy Zoning Official  
 
FROM: Nancy Davis, Engineering Plan Review Supervisor  
 
DATE: January 12, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Vacate Corner Easement  
 
FILE: 22-33000023  
 
 
LOCATION AND PIN: 750 5th Avenue South; 19-31-17-03481-001-0010 
 
ATLAS:  F-3               Zoning:  EC-2 
 
REQUEST:  Approval of a vacation of multiple street corner easements generally located at 
                      750 5th Ave S. 
 
 
The Engineering and Capital Improvements Department (ECID) has no objection to the proposed 
corner easement vacations.   
 
 
 
NED/mk  
 
ec:   Sean McWhite – WRD 
 Kayla Eger – Development Review Services 
 
 



MEMORANDUM 
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

Water Resources Department 

Project file 
 

TO: Corey Malyszka, Zoning Official 

FROM: Thomas Whitman, Designer I, Water Resources 

DATE: January 5, 2023 

SUBJECT: Approval of a vacation of multiple street corner easements 

generally located at 750 5th Ave S. 

PLAT: F-3 

CASE: 22-33000023 

LOCATION: 750 5th Avenue S.;19-31-17-03481-001-0010  

REMARKS: Water Resources has no objection to the above referenced subject. 

 



 

 
CITY OF ST. PETERSBURG 

 

Transportation and Parking Management Department 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
TO:  Scot Bolyard, Deputy Zoning Official, Planning and Development Services 

Department 
 
FROM:  Tom Whalen, Planner III, Transportation and Parking Management Department 
 
DATE:  January 18, 2023 
 
SUBJECT: Approval of a vacation of multiple street corner easements generally located at 750 

5th Avenue South. 
 
CASE: 22-33000023 
 
 
The Transportation and Parking Management (“Transportation”) Department has reviewed the 
proposed vacation of multiple street corner easements generally located at 750 5th Avenue South.  
The Transportation Department has no objections or comments on the proposed vacation.  Please let 
me know if you have any questions about the Transportation Department’s review. 
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